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Preventing abuse in positions of trust | NSPCC Learning 

'Position of trust' is a legal term that refers to certain roles and settings where an adult has regular and direct 

contact with children. Examples of positions of trust include: 

• teachers 

• care workers 

• youth justice workers 

• social workers 

• doctors. 

In England, Wales and Northern Ireland changes to the law made in 2022 extend the definition to include: 

• faith group leaders 

• sports coaches. 

It's against the law for someone in a position of trust to engage in sexual activity with a child in their care, even if 

that child is over the age of consent (16 or over). 

There are some roles which are not currently legally defined as being positions of trust, such as driving instructors 

or people running community activities for children. This means it's not currently against the law for people in 

these roles to have a sexual relationship with a 16- or 17-year-old in their care. 

Closing the loophole 

In 2022, following our Close the Loophole campaign, the Sexual Offences Act 2003 in England and Wales and the 

Sexual Offences (Northern Ireland) Order 2008 were amended to expand position of trust roles to include sports 

coaches and faith group leaders. 

Currently, the ‘positions of trust’ law in Scotland remains as originally set out in the Sexual Offences Act (2009), 

which does not cover religious or sports settings. 

We will monitor the implementation of the new laws and continue to urge Governments to extend protections to 

all 16- and 17-year-olds in other settings and extra-curricular activities. 

> Find out more about the Close the Loophole campaign 

Keeping children and young people safe 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/briefings/preventing-abuse-positions-of-trust#:~:text=%27Position%20of%20trust%27%20is%20a%20legal%20term%20that,adult%20has%20regular%20and%20direct%20contact%20with%20children.
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2009/9/notes/division/3/5
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2021/close-the-loophole-positions-of-trust-law/


 

 

Although most people who work or volunteer with children have their best interests at heart, organisations that 

work with children have a responsibility to prevent anyone who is in a position of authority from abusing a child. 

This page explains how to recognise if someone in your organisation is abusing their position, what to do if you 

have concerns and the steps you need to take to keep children safe. 

 

Useful Resources: 

https://www.rowingireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/RI-SFGF12-Preventing-Abuse-in-positions-of-Trust-

Factsheet.pdf 

Position of Trust Guidance – NYA 

Positions of trust: Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 2022 factsheet - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

position-of-trust-guidance-052022.pdf (bhs.org.uk) 

 

https://www.rowingireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/RI-SFGF12-Preventing-Abuse-in-positions-of-Trust-Factsheet.pdf#:~:text=A%20position%20of%20trust%20involves%20a%20person%20in,to%20sexual%20abuse%20and%20exploitation%2C%20in%20defined%20circumstances.
https://www.rowingireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/RI-SFGF12-Preventing-Abuse-in-positions-of-Trust-Factsheet.pdf#:~:text=A%20position%20of%20trust%20involves%20a%20person%20in,to%20sexual%20abuse%20and%20exploitation%2C%20in%20defined%20circumstances.
https://www.nya.org.uk/safeguarding-asset/position-of-trust-guidance/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/police-crime-sentencing-and-courts-bill-2021-factsheets/police-crime-sentencing-and-courts-bill-2021-positions-of-trust-factsheet
https://www.bhs.org.uk/media/4smacuql/position-of-trust-guidance-052022.pdf

