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Following a review of the World Class Performance Programme and Pathway, in 2019, British Judo will 

introduce the GB Junior Elite Development Squad programme (EDS) with the focus of identifying and 

developing GB Athletes for Paris 2024 and beyond. 

 

The GB Junior Elite Development Squad programme will replace the Academy and Part-Time Academy 

programme as this will consist of centralised (Academy) and semi-centralised (Part-Time Academy) athletes. 

 

This programme will still operate on a centralised and semi centralised basis from the British Judo Centre of 

Excellence in Walsall.  There will be some small adaptations to the current programme and processes for 

athlete identification, but the key difference being that the EDS will support an increased squad in the region 

of 30 athletes. 

 

GB Junior Elite Development Squad Identification 

 

The GB Junior EDS will be identified from the 2019 GB Junior Squad.  The identification process will consist of 

all GB Junior Squad Athletes attending a Profiling Day (Technical and Physical assessment) where athletes will 

then be selected for the EDS programme against the benchmarks. 

 

 
 

The 2019 Academy (full-time EDS programme) Identification Procedure will still be followed with the 

additions below: 

Centralised Programme 

1. Application through HN or GB (Open on 1st December 2018) 

2. Interview with GB WCPP 

3. Profiling Day  

4. Athletes Identified and Invited onto programme 

 

Semi Centralised Programme 

1. Athletes Identified for consideration 

2. Profiling Day 

3. Athletes Identified and Invited onto programme 



GB Junior Elite Development Squad programme 

 

 

Athletes that achieve the criteria will be identified for consideration for Semi Centralised: 

 

1. Ranked number 1 on junior ranking list (as on 31st December of that year) 

If an athlete that is currently a member of the Full Time Academy Programme or the WCPP is 1st on 

the Junior Ranking List then the number 2 on the list will be considered. 

2. Selected for GB Junior Squad 

3. Home Nation or GB Wild Card/Co-option 

4. GB Futures Programme 

5. GB Heavyweight Programme 

 

(Please note that numbers 2,4 & 5 are additions to the current process for identification) 

 

 

Junior European and Junior World Championships 

 

All GB Junior Athletes will be considered for selection against the published criteria for the 2019 Junior 

European and Junior World Championships. 

 

 

EDS Annual Plan  

 

All selected athletes for the 2019 EDS programme will following the Annual plan as below and will include a 

number of EDS camps, ONST’s and selection for Junior European Cups and Training Camps. 

 

 
(Please note that athletes on EDS will be identified for international competitions and training camps on an individual 

basis and that being a member of EDS does not give automatic qualification for these camps and competitions) 

 

 

 

 

 



GB Junior Elite Development Squad programme 

 

 

GB Judo Pathway 

 

The Elite Development Squad will be a key component of the British Judo Pathway, working with clubs and 

Home Nations supporting the transition to be a full-time athlete on the World Class Performance 

Programme.  

 

The graphic below shows the GB Judo pathway from club to Olympic/Paralympic Podium, recognising that 

many people will take different journeys through their life in judo. 

 

 
(British Judo recognises that many athletes will be supported by their club and Home Nation throughout their 

judo career and support this). 

 

 

Should you have any questions regarding the Elite Development Squad please contact: 

• Nigel Donohue (Performance Director) nigel.donohue@britishjudo.org.uk 

Or 

• Tim Ellis (Performance Pathway Manager) tim.ellis@britishjudo.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


